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had no time to stop in each French vilkge and hunt
among the houses for victims.
Citizens, however, could have been extremely useful
in helping to hold up, or cut off, the many individual
or small groups of motor-cyclists who dashed ahead at
high speed to capture strategic points or to cut com-
munications. They speeded along the straight French
roads through deserted country, which was still in the
hands of the French, sometimes a day or two days
ahead of the main column. Two stories are typical of
their methods: French soldiers sitting at the corner of
a wood saw a motor-cyclist coming towards them at
sixty miles an hour. He slowed up and stopped by
them, straddled his legs across the motor-bicycle in the
middle of die road and asked to know the way to
St. Addresse, a town farther on in French territory.
He looked like a German, so they captured him and
found that he had instructions on him to be at St. Addresse
on that day at a certain hour. When arrested he burst
into tears of rage, furious that the French had had the
audacity to capture him and prevent his carrying out
the Fiihrer's orders. Another German, a policeman,
arrived on his motor-bicycle in the middle of the town
of Rethel, when it was still in the hands of the French.
He had white gloves and a white baton, and orders to
arrive at Rethel at the time he did to direct traffic!
All these men had Michelin Guides and went along the
French roads as if they were their own, without delaying
to reconnoitre and see if the French were still there.
Their audacity brought success in the majority of cases,